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FOR DISREGARDING NIXON 


zs job of the Congress president is one of the trickiest in this 
country. As the chief of the ruling party, he jis supposed a 
influence policies, if not lay them down, Bu, over the years the posi 
tion of Congress president has been steadily whittled down by successive 
Prime Ministers who have never lost an opportunity to pat him mn hi¥ 
place. As a result, Congressmen who want ro serve the country make 
i bee-line for ministership, The post of Congress president hay become 
the second best to deputy ministership, and it is doubthil if there would 
have been any taker but for the perquisites of the post, including newse 
paper coverage of everything ¢hat the president in his wisdom imay 
choose to say. The last_privilege seems to have gone to the head of 
the present incumbent, Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, whose political weight® 
lesness has helped his elevation to Congress presidentship. Unable 6 
resist the temptation to catch the headlines, he has fallen into the habit 
of speaking harshly of parties and governments, who, trking him for 
the nonentity that he is, seldom mind 
Tt is this habit that has landed Dr Sharma in trouble. Had he 
been gifted. with a little intelligence he would have lone found oul 
that the days ‘when the Prime Minister would give the ‘cue for af 
anti-American chorus: were over. He thought the cue the Prime Minister 
gave last vear was still valid and poured forth a diatribe against the 
USA for planning to take revenge on India for the failure of the Ame 
fican policy in this region in 1971. As he was speaking at a conforernet 
f Congressmen in Uitar Pradesh which goes to the polls in less thay @ 
year’s time, he quite appropriately alleged that the Congress (O), tht 


Jana Sangh, and the BKD, which are the main Opposition parties i 


the State, are conspiring with the USA: fo disrupt internal sécurity ane! 


reate chaos and confusion by violent means. Little could he imajeime 
thar the Prime Minister would react so sharply, almost viciously, t@ Thm 


speech which was all right a year ago. Not only did'the Prime Miiiste 


severely criticise’ he party president's speech at the meeting of Wt 
Congress Parlianiéniary Party, but she apparently directed that the Pre 
be briefed abont the criticism. Jt is doubtful i€ a Congress president 
has ever been publicly reprimanded by the Prime Minister in thd 
fashion. 
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It is noy a sudden fit of temper 
that made the Prime Minister speak 
so harshly, She spoke with delibe- 
ration to make amends for the indis- 
cretion of Dr Sharma. President 
Nixon of Watergate fame is not a 
person ~o attach to Dr Sharma's 
allegation, the unimportance that it 
deserves, Less than a fortnight ago 
Nixon had, in his foreign policy re 
por; to the U.S, Congress, frowned 


| On Indian leaders’ using the United 


domestic 
serve the 


States as au “scapegoat in 
disputes”, which did -not 
two governments’ common objective 
of improyed relations. This was: as 
plain a warning as could be that re- 
lutions will mol improve Jf critic- 
ism of the U.S. did not stop. D1 
Sharma did exactly Nixon 
forbade Indian leaders to he 
accused the U.S. of an anti-India 
stance 10 denigrate parties 
arrayéd against the Congress in the 
Uttar Pradesh elections. Only a 
politicdl yvimpleton could fail to 
Jearn from the recent speeches by 
the Prime Minister and the External 
Alfairs Minister, Nixon's repor, to 
the U.S, Congress, the proposal for 
further food imports, and Brezhnev's 
projected visit to the U.S. next 
month to meer Nixon, A 
président who cannot swim with the 
current and repeats in 1973 what he 
was authorised to say in 1971-72 can- 
be progressive. D1 
Sharma should qui, so that Nixon 
mmay not be angry with India. The 
Prime Minister has apologised fo) 
his backwardness; in India’s interest 
jt is now up 1o Dr Sharma to de 
mionstrate how much he _ regretied 
his backwardness. 


what 
do ; 


the 


party 
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Scarcity And High Prices 


The food situation in West Ben- 
gal is critical. Taking advantage of 
the ‘halé&hearted and halting mea- 
sures taken by the State Government 
in imposing a levy on land holdings 
and for procurémenr of the levied 
amount, the traders, in collusion 
with. the bureaticracy, have created 
an artificial scatcity of toodgrains 
and pushed up the prices of all es- 
sential commodities. The prices of 
rice, wheat, pulses and other food- 
grains, edible oil, sugar, coal and 
kerosene are spiralling. In the open 
market rice now sells at Rs 2:75 to 
Ks 3 per kilogram, 

The State Government had earlie: 
Claimed that the rice harvest in West 
Bengal would be over 44 million 
tonnés this year as against 3m tonnes 
produced last year. Despite this 
bumper crop the Government has 
fixed a moderate target of 300,000 
fonnes for rice procurement. ‘The 
remiuining marketable gurplus has 
been lefr to the traders and kulaks 
to dispose of on the black market, 
Because of the pro-jotedar procure- 
ment policy the Government could 
not collec, even half of the targeted 
Its the 
traders was very 


softness towards 
apparent 
When 
trade taken 


the other States, 


amount. 
from the 
the wholesale 
Ove! in most of 
the West Bengal 


in Kor 


beginning. 
Was 
Government refused to go 
wholesale trading in foodgrains. It 
allowed profiteers to hoard the en- 
tire stock in underground godowns, 
Some fake raids were organised in 
different parts o€ the State; but only 
a few hundred quintals of rice were 
obtained. The Government 
not much happy with even whay it 
had done in the interest of big 
farmers and rich j0tedars. It has 
now decided to give more conces- 
sions to them, lifting the restriction 
on the movement of rice from one 
district to another. Now a farmer 
can carry three quintals of rice from 
one district to another daily. Simi 
larly a trader can carry ten quintals 
of rice a day from one district to 


seems 


another. While the Govermm 
purchase centres will be helph 
waiting for the arrival of ricg ih 
farmers and traders will be allaw 
to Mreely carry surplus rice GOH 
markets in deficit areas and sey 
at higher prices. If this position 
allowed 1o continue, the entiteg 
ketable surplus of rice will soon 
into the hands of the hoardeys) 
price of rice is bound to iG 
further in village areas becal 
this ree movement of toodgral 
Moreover, the cut in the rice qj 
in the statutory rationing areasy 
definitely hit hard people livingy 
Modified rationing J 
practically come to a stop resi 
in a steady rise in prices of f 
grains in villages, Now redueti 
the rice quota in ‘the stanton 
noning areas, which have a lig 
purchasing power than the 1 
lages, will only mean a” heavy 
of rice to this area, causing furth 
scarcity and rise in prices of foo 
grains in rural areas. The price 
rice is already beyond the reache 
the majority of the village’ popil 
lion and a €urther rise will cer 
lead to widespread distress and 
vation. Despite scarcity anid 
procurement, the Slate ‘Goyernnig 
is. strangely 


villages. 


reluctant to impogg 
levy on a graded scale on land Wal 
ings and take stern measures 16 
cure the levied amount 

To cover up its misdeeds ii 
State Government is presenting él 
day complex sets of statistics on fam 
grain production and  procutenml 
If statistics could appease 
hunget of the starving people iim 
Government would have easily} 


ged the prize for it. The eaphin 


of the green revolution is lone 


and with it the statistics chat Fw 


people into a false sense of secum 
The 


built up by the statistics has Veli 


over the food situation. 


place to deep anxiety. 
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New Atlantic Charter 


eal Raventies, official bepre- 
Wot the Mouvement 
Hilence. cle 
Metab mane; 
Bt auuntries 
P Kaeinger's 
Attic Charter, 
Bei mvVC is Not as 
appear On paper. The Ame 
miles in Europe and = Japan 
Diravelied 4 lone distance since 
gid helped them in a bie was 
Merover from the ruins of the 
onl World War. But iy is neither 
Mie aimteres; of America nor Russia 
Peitinre develops any new cenire 
iy the 
produced 


pou 
Europe, — has 
in. which the 
should réacy to 
proposal ‘for «a 
Phe 


innocuous 


new 


This explains whry 
ti move has not 
Sta in Riisia - 
eerowers ave vow in 
Siaee Of rajyprochement 


the two 


an advance 
Chey 
Si impeer ben, on maintaining 
py evelityiv Supremacy | 
Ree ici! Agreement on improving 
Meeiperiovity, Naturally the de- 
BeeL TS 11) Europ but 
Hi nincer 1O the USA and €o 
Me Mater to the USSR, The 
pean countries have only 
mresed fast economically 
Se onmmitted to 
bike Americans find 
in Hisurrbing is the pooling of re. 
by the Europeans. their joint 
as fk certain and 
f Meeniess to develop their own 

Mie 4ysteyris, Sil develop- 

woe sedusly challenge the status 
nwa burope which the USA and 
BASR would! not like to be dis- 

Re MHoe ik corresponds to their 

“im OL why Western 

world. M. 


suggested thay tin 


there is 
Cannot 


hot 
but are 


farther «rowth 


hHoweve}#s, 


7 ‘ a 
: directions 


these 


socralizt 
proposal should be const- 
Oh the above political context 
me aside filatitucdes like re- 
mine Western unity on last- 
Miitations, making autonomy 
mine Atlantic wholly dependent 
Reonesion and striking a new 
mee veiw sellinterest and the 
m interest, jf; appears that the 


Mocharter aims a perpetuat- 


35, 1075 


U:S. economic domination and 
political 

and Japan 
Europe can accept the American line 
only at the cost of 
» long 


hope of asserting itsell’ 


ing 
superiority ove Europe 
M: Ravennes sald that 
“abandoning for 
time, perhaps forever the 
Will 
be « Europe which will stubbornly 


there 


refuse lo toe the American line, con- 


duct its own affairs as it thinks best 


incl assert its presence in the Atlantic: 


Fortunately the reactions of the 
European countries can inspire little 
confidence among the Ameéricans. 
Nor one European ally is prepsred 
to link the question of burden shar- 
ing in defence wrh the torthcomime 


international trade and monetary 
Gaulles 
led 


iu defence policy outside 


negotiations. [t was de 


sense of nationalism which hin 
1oO develdp 
NATO and this policy ts being con- 
tinued by his successors. France is 
opposed to any link between defence 
nd Britain js 
Eur 


There is 


economic matters. 


in favour of increasing pean 
defence 


« feeling that much of the U.S. 


oint effort in 
naw 
pressure tactics ‘can be neutralized 
if its defence protection is paid for 
wanted the charter to 
the 


Europeans are in no furry 


Mr Kissinge; 
be adopted ay earliest 
burt the 


to consider it 


possible 


A Nymph-like Calcutta ? 


1 correspondent writes: 


A new hoarding over one of Cal 


cirtta’s busiest intersections (there 
may be several others put up lately) 
Kolkata ekdin 


haber 


become 


hopefully proclaims: 
Kollotini Ti Ollama 
shall 


nymph), a 


(Caloutta 


(lay 


oe a murmuring 


line from a 
tured 


of the citinamon island. 


well-known 


famous poet who away to 


the solitude 
this line 


Whatever the meaning ol 


might be, the advertisers’ hope miuty 
streets of the 
babble like rivulets 


monsoon 


come true wher the 


city beeim 10 


once the starts Im earnest, 
The- problem of walerloeging is not 
the hut this yeay 


voine to be perhaps the worst ever, 


new to cits if is 


according: to a report. 
Paradoxically, this is also the yeu 
greatest 
flurry of activities over long stretches 


Hews paper 


which is witnessing . the 
of ingportant roadways, partially Or 
Wholly barred to trafhe, apparemily 
in an attempt to tackle the formid- 
able drainage menace, 

The cutting and digging of roads, 
with mountains of turned up, earth 
af 1 5 i i y 
and biutiding 


dee P roadside 


materials overlooking 
work- 
men spasmodically lay pipes, is part 


ravines where 


of this prolonged siege in a way OM 
Already for months if 
al 
The OMDA, 
mitipate 
waterlogging and consequent publi¢ 
health ahe preset 
carries both 


waterlogging 


has been causing pedestrian 
trafhic 


told, is 


vehicular detour. 


we are trying to 
which 
which 
sewage and storm-watel presents dur 
ing 
low of 


hazancds 
sewel system 

causing Over 
the streets: It 
has entrusted the Caleutta, Corpor 
task ol 
channels to 


the monsoon by 


s¢wage into 


lion with the building 


storm wate separate 


sathitary sewerage from the drainage 
system, O€ the 25 such projects Une 
only 
the rest 
stalled by short supply 


dertaken by the Corporation 


one hays so far come off; 
have 


of building materials and fund glo. 


been 


cauons and are unlikely to be 
the 
the most 
will 


cal- 
ried ~hrough before 
breaks. In atty 


r Tord 
needeu 


TNOMSONT 
event, 
channels 


uil- 
gently remit 
unfinished 

All the futility 
of any attempt to improve Caleutthns 


lite solving the larger 


this #oe@s to show 


civil without 


problems of state or national to. 


nomy and administration. Some of 


the construction work is, for exam 
ple, said to have been hampered by 
and certain 
well as 


progress of work by 


strikes power-« uls in 


cement €actories in Bihar as 


Weg al 


contractors’ 


slow 
labourers. 

There is no Teason to beli¢ve that 
those who protess to Sey their hearts 
on a cleaner, healthier and prettier 
like ta have a look 
with 
their 


Calcutta would 
it these larger problems, As 
the wld colonial rulers and 
native mulsuddi-banias, Calcutta soll 


remains a place for making money 


) 





te ther hall-caste progeny—the new 
aliluent class—who contribute noth- 
Ing to the city’s cultural or civic 
development, They have their posh 
residential districts, amusement sows, 
clubs and cabarets like the old Euro- 
pean residents and their native vassals 
Even like 
cholera and small-pox may threaten 


6o, annual visitations 


their well-being too whén they assume 


gVive proportions and wateérlogging 
dest certainly their 
husiness or pleasure cruise through 
the 
Hence 
eivic 


interfere with 


city's overcrowded streets. 
the 


problems in 


occasional noise about 
the suborned 
press and mass media. But i, is the 
comprador and» feudal origin ef 
Calcutta’s nobility and their wholly 
parasitic character in the economic 
and political lite of the nation that 
is Strangling the city to a slow death, 
Stuifl, Calcutta remaing the tue image 
of the whole and the 
Tole of its dominant elite is ‘the 
Same us. that of the nation’s ruling 
minority, It still preserves the tra- 
dition of the city of colonial renais- 
sanee, as an eminent Bengali social 
listorian has called it. A few new- 
ly-buil; cities in other parts of the 
_ tountry may tty to the 
Ward trappings of an advanced in 
Wustrial culture more consistently 
buy they do not reflect the reality 
ok our parasitical semi-colonial and 
semi-feudal economy. Calcutta 
nol atlempt to hide tha, reality and 


country as a 


assinme out 


does 


traces Of its Origins and in- 


Thus 


bazaars. 


retains 
begvars, ‘hawkers, 
Pavemont cutiruit 
stinking varbage heaps. choked sewe- 


hevitunce. 
vendo Ss 


fage. waterlogged streets are as much 
a part of on city, the typical com 
prador metropolis, as. the new signs 
& affluence born of the same soctal 
and economic The 
Hqitalid and the tawdry art bul two 
the Boul 
ave btangovers o€ phe pasy anc must 


fall together. 


concdiuons, 


aspects ol sane reality 


stand oy 


For Frontier contact 
CURRENT BOOK 
The Mall, 


DEPOT, 


Kanpur, 


View from Delhi 


Monsoon Crisis 


From A Ponrrical 


HE crucial weeks between the 
budget session of Parliament 
which has just ended and the mon 
soon session beginninng on fuly 25 
will decide many things, icluding 
whether Mrs Gandhi will risk a poll 
Pradesh The 
the monsoon will be clea 
by the third week of July and it will 
no more be a gainble. 


in Uttar and Ovissa. 


profile ak 


Ihe feverish plans for massive food 
imports have litle to do with the 
shortfalls. “The 

imports is a 


rabi procurenient 
gestation period for 
minimum of 130 days which means 
gratn will save the 
public distribution system from col 
lapse. The imports are to cushion 
off any pressures resulting from a 
bad monsoon. 

Mrs Gandhi has been thinking ct 
a snap poll in Uttar Pradesh in No- 
vember. But the situation 
would worsen ,before it improves 
and September might witess the 
peak law and order situation. Much 
as she would like to deprive the op 
position of time for preparation and 
poll, the odds 
postponement 


the imported 


food 


go for an early 
favour an indefinite 
if-a victory is not assured, Mrs Gan 
dhi has been banking on the possi 
bility of the Congress(O) in Urta 
Pradesh going over to the BED with 
rhe 
Conyress(O) on tts part is depend 
ine Mr Kamalapati “Lripathi to 
subotage Mrs Gandhi's chances. The 
still confused) in| Utha 
there ts little 
no 
The 


the 


whom she-cin have an alliance. 


onl 


pieture is 
Pradesh fut doul 
hat 
be very optimistic 
the Cenrral Hall 
introduced last week, 
until afier the 
Pradesh elecions are over because the 
might badly need 
defections to 


State, 


the Coneress has revsorn to 


cynics i 


mat : 
Say cere chOrns 


bill, will not 


be enacted Uttar 


(_oneress some 


post-alection retain 


nower in the 


CORRESPONDENT 


On the last day of the Lok 
session, the Prime Minister clita 
debunk her party chief, Dr Shim 
Daval whose antic @ 
have eroded her credibility 
many words, she rebuked Dr Shim 
latest anti-United States tiradey 
the it eg 
name the United 
pronounces 
compulsive need to mend 
the United Statesa 
get all the aid neq 
More, she seems to have 
ised thay ber campaign agai 
Opposition parties, completed 
ullegutions of a sinister grande 
ance plan inspired by the (i 
States, hay been proving COUR 
productive. Dr Sharma 
tinuing the campaign long ag 
been called of, 9 
¢ems to have annoyed, the 
Minister. It would not be 9 
ing ® Dr Sharma feigns Tine® 
chooses to pack up from Dell 
that an interim president CL 
ile 


Sharma, 


he had set pace Koy 
she did 
cirectly in 
Vhs 
fences 
fble to 


there ‘ 


nol 
he 


with 


way 


should have 


show. 
The search foy scapegoats is 
The dummy Chief Ministers i 
forked into State politics by 
Delhi are m Two oe 
(Mr P. V; Narasimiia Rao andy 
Nandini Satpathy) are already 
and others. are facing 
Mr Uma Shankag 
blamed €or all 
were essentially 
Printe Minister’s choice. Myo Gil 
handed ihe truncated Ti 
portfolio to Mr Dikshit in youd 
the and order pi hi 
king-sized one The & 
ihe contro! of the Gi 
Secretariat in the Tew stip 
the Prime Minister's Secretarial 
tinues to be all powerful, 

All the the law ania 
gituution is bound to deteronl 


trouble. 


ot ore 
sive revolts, 
shit. is heing 
though they 
ove! 
helore law 
became a 


is unde, 


Same 
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meets to come and there. is 
ebinity the opposition. 
fie Minister has 
i Oa clear loss of nerve in some 
Meraperlics bu; cf late, she has 
miking provocative speeches, 
meiynie iO soltpedal her cam- 
mieamst the Opposition. The 


no 
The 


been showing 


moni prolong the state of 

meiicy ‘lias much: 1o do with the 

Manity in Uttar Pradesh. Tt 

us Me ikcome necessary to use the 
Ins m (y powers to justify inde 
yh MP Pxtponement of _ elections 
, i ’ mihey are due, in U.P. and 
Che Aid to contain the law 
( oe Problem thay will deve 
cco Mie Pakistani prisoners of 
nd ‘ ME Will not be solved in the 
es mie and tha; provides the 
ceded " mm moral alibi for prolonging 
ave Jia MO emergency. The prison- 
inst i li Mir is 4 low priority issue for 
eu wit Me ti and dhis is where Indian 
mel ec bn have cone wrone from 
l nit Hinine, He did not make it 
OU ry the Simla summiy con 
us yw all expectations and the 
after ft is: if India and Bangla- 
N Ly Pmlild make politics out of the 
Paint mint is Wrong about Pakistan 
ed eit issic «fo the same end: 
TSS , taking the issue to the World 
Delhi Memr Bhutto has made sure of 


Moiee! Stalemate and check 
Mie India-Pakistan join, offei 
paint Oller itself was the result 
took 
Mr 


{Oo 


pital 
rs Ne 


WP SOViel pressive and i; 

By deal of 
meer Baneladesh round 
y iy the offer The 

a will not rake place until after 


persuasion by 


ol th 


ang War crimes 
@auy 
cing 
‘kay TD 

all 7 
hls Wy 


Ct 


ier fccording to present indi- 
While the fitigation in the 
mecoun will drag on endless- 
mime, the UN General As- 
WEL he and India 
How tha; countries which sup- 
2008 Beton the Bangladesh issue in 
prebiag mew! Hot endorse its position 
rhe @ Prioners of war 
Cli my tase, he Prime Minister 
Cl-L ae Mie time for India-Pakistan 
rial ee Behecause Uettar Pradesh 
Miare the immediate targel 
femonsons, she hopes every 


mechine 


wed 0 
Torah mM he just fine 


2h 197i) 


India’s Cold War 


Ki P, 


join, Indo-Bangladesh pack- 
deal Pakistan is 


response increasing 


> the 


age offered to 
the 


international 


lndlia’s to 


critical attitude of sO 


ciety to the negative outlook on re- 


lations with Pakistan, then it is ob 


vious that such offers will no; much 
idyanee the 


Fo 


now India has been pursuing a 


cause of peace. 
year 
Pa- 
discon- 
certing resemblance USA's 
immediately after 
World The US \’s objec- 
tive was ol 
quo through ‘the employment 


considerably ove- one 
kistan policy which bears a 
to the 
ractics 


War Il 
maimtenance 


cold Wal 


the status 

ol 
coercive diplomacy—economic offen- 
sive, cultural penetration, infiltration 
ct ideological dogmas, and imposing 
with ‘the of 
pre 


rm Consensus pressure 
India’s 


perpetuate its 


strategic propaganda, 


seTil eval is to pre 
ponderant position it ithe sub-conti 
nent by securing Pakistan's assent ta 
of Since 
Inclia lacks the resources of 
USA and the latter's strategic 


it is mak- 


its scheme power-balance. 


vast the 
pre 
eminence as 
ing up the deficiency ¢hrough a 
image (of the USA) 
basing 


a, Super-power, 
bor- 


rowed and 


diplomatic offensive its an 


ticipation on a second surrender by 


Pakistan to its exalusive claims to 


hold the power-balance in the region 
and dictate a particular pattern of 
settlement 


contrary 


regional 
expectations, 
the 


Sul, Lo 
Bhutto has 
join! Indo-Bangladesh 
What is more surprising, he has stood 
out all attempts 
him throueh a 
vanda about the 
India’s offer to release the POWs — 
to he tried 


refused to accept 


propositions. 
suborn 


avainst to 


barrage of propa- 


“‘maonanimity’ ct 


minus abou, 200 of them 
by Bangladesh as  war-criminals— 
and the desirability of 
Biharis (originally Indians) as Pakis- 
tani citizens, The concernfor the Ben 


accepting 


galis now in Pakistan is-not matched 


by any recognition that the release 


MULLICK 


and returm cf Pakistanj prisoners is 


humanitarian prollent. 


| 


Passe ei 


un cqually 
The re UN 
Security in 1971, 
demanding this requirement ol iter 
for- 
ihe 


solution by the 


Council December 


law to be fulfilled, is 
The 
Geneva Convention is quite explicit 
the POWs’ ant Te. 
patriation after the aver’. 
India 
step | he 
of the 
with it 
convinced internation: 


national 


teen. relevant article af 


about “release 
Wily 18 
the that 


Fvidently irpumeny 


cannot take a unilateral 


cause of NONn-CcONCUTYENEK 
Government of Bangladesh 
has not really 
al opinion 
What were the circumstances Tead 
Pakistan 
army and civilian employees of Uhe 
erstwhile ol East Pat 
kistan to India's army command? As 
a result of the declaration of 4 “state 
of war” by the Yahya Khan regime 
agaist India, the latter's armed 
forces started military operations in 


ing to the surrender of the 


vdministration 


“ 


retaliation on the express orders of 
Since the 
Batigla- 
hy the 


the Government of India. 
proviswnal Government cé 


desh was NOT recoenized 
Governmen,; of India until after war 
India and Pa 
Indo-Baneladelh 
when the 
operations began Repetitive 
calls Pakistan Favt 
Pakistan for surrender were made by 
the then C-in-G of India acting on 
behalf of his Government and NOT 
on behalf of any join, Indo-Bangla- 


The 


in response to such calls: hence 


had started between 
kistan, no 


army 


joint 
command existed 
wal 
the in 


LO army 


came 

the 
prisoners taken into custody by the 
the of India 
latter's legal charee. This 
India its 


desh command surrendey 


agents oF C,overnmerni 
are 
exclusive 
right 
been disputed Joy 
fact, has relieved 
thereby huge financial liability. 

The impending cliscussionin ie LN 
of 


the 


exercise by of 


power has not 


Bangladesh in 


as the capt 


the latter been 


ola 


the rerenrion nie 


on prisoners 15 





femarded as an unpalatable contin- 
Oeticy—one that should rather he 
Paroided.. Bur if and when 
eussion takes place, it would 
difficult to prevent 
Faiscdl that India has been spend- 
ing, alone, huge sums of money over 
this business our of political motiva- 
Hon, and. thay too noy very laudable. 
Already the suspicion has been ex- 
pressed that India is using the pri- 
soners as political pawns; an open 
discussion in the UN will probably 
ead 10 the airing of more uncharit- 
able views. Could it reaNy sound 
as a consistén; stand tha; India feels 
the need to withhold or delay the 
Trelesise and repatriation a POWs lest 
Pakistan makes lyostile use of them? 
Can India still hold that it wants to 
Wornalise with neéigh- 
hour? 

A comprehensive settlement of 
Inde Pakistan and Pakistan-Bangla- 
Heli problems is hard to visualize 

package-deal 
siems from an 
the 


the dis- 
be 


charges being 


relations its 


in the context of the 
offer which 
attitude of 
entite framework js predetermined : 
¢ven the POW's to be 
tied and the modality of their trial 
have been fixed, leaving no scope for 
alternative to 
disctissed and opted for on the basis 


virtually 
salf=righteousness 


number of 


courses be suggested, 
e€ voluntarily given assent.. Replies 
from Treasury benches given in the 
Indian Parliamen; indicate that the 
Govermmen, does contemplate 
any further initiative, would 
entertain one from Pakistan apropes 
the package-deal «iter This boils 
down to “take it or leave it” 
Does India expect Pakistan to sign 
on the dotted line? Does Bangla- 
desh expect Pakistan to assent 10 the 
latter’s holding ex-parte trials of 


net 


no} 


For Frontier contact 
People’s Book House 
Cowasji Patel Street, 
House. 


Meher 


Fort, Bombay 
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Pakistan? nationals under hoc 
municipal laws? - 

It appears that the possible con- 
seqquences of the projected trials have 
not been assessed by India and Ban- 
gladesh ; or if assessed, they do not 
even if a number of yaluable 
and trained Bengali army personne] 
lose thety liberty as a resuly of re- 
taliatory “treason” trials in Pakis- 
tan, Bangladesh is now making an 
ex-post facto claim for its municipal 
court to jurisdiction over the sphere 
of international law. Has Bangla- 
desh the authority to try Pakistani 
war criminals by the application of 
laws? 


post 


care 


its Own 

There, it is said, is the analogy cf 
the Tokyo trials. 
Bur consider jhe following facts : 

(1) All the major participants in 
the Moscow declaration (October 
1945), who laid the legal framework 
for claim iry German 
criminals for “atrocities” had 
nittional personality, ie. they were 
recognized States of the world com- 
mimity who wert signatories to the 
Kelloe Pact (1928) and the anti-war 
declarations under the auspices ol 
their joint 
war council and operational com- 
mand was a facy al the ume of, even 
before, the unconditional sur- 
render c& German armed forces. But 
Bangladesh did NOT any 
international personality at the time 
of occurrence of the Pakistani geno- 
cidal crimes, and hence its claim to 
uphold international 
based on Nuremberg principles, for 
trying suspected «criminals (whom 
net capture terri- 
tory under the effective control of its 
provisional Government) NOT 
tenable 

(Il) No declaration was made by 
the provisional Government of Ban- 
gladesh, at the time of the allleged 
genacidal crimes by Pakistanis, that 
it intended to adhere to internation. 
al law and practice in this matter af 
trial, and that it accepted oy desit- 
ed 10 accep, all obligations and Ha. 
hilities flowing therefrom. 

(IH) The Government of Bangla- 


Nuremberg and 


their to wal 


inter- 


the League of Nations: 


long 


PO@ssess 


conventions, 


its forces did on 


is 


flesh has not adduced any Team 
International G 


to why the 


Justice is not deemed compete 


it for the trial of 


Pakistan} 


minals and why the question cai 


referred to the 
with Articles 92 4 
LIN Charter. 
Since 
desh appears keen 
miitance to the U 
it all 


state is 


Coury 


in ace 
ind 95 (2) 


the Government of 


on wetth 


N asa 


r 


me 
the more i 


why it should lack aith in the 


van, organ of the UN foy ig 


pose of obtaining 
The 


Jurists in Februar 


justice. 


y 


InternaGional Commis 
this veara 


the Bangladesh Governmeny (@# 
a tribunal with a majority ofR 


from neutral 
world opinion thay 
trials, and 


COL 


not 
peance 


commended ‘hat 


miries to 
these will 


prisoners 


whom there is prima facie ay 
of haying. committed warerm 


crimes against ‘humanity dain 


hostilities, should 


international tribu 


be tricd 


nal under 


national penal law.” 


mere acts (i 
The Conmssion furti§ 


Remember, it was an Indian 


who told the 
bunals which 
trials of the Japar 
ter, General 
that 
ret come 
“leaders 

and that 


oun 


to 
of the 


“the 


"Tojo. 
the term “aggressor” 
mean 


international 


lucted the 
ese Prime 
and 


losing 
name 


only 


4 


{ 


tice should not be allowed uw 
voked only for the prolongatig 
the pursutt of vindictive retall 
Thus, the question of respontil 
in this: business of trial of Pasa 


POWs 
significance thay ¢: 


by 


Bangladesh 


iss 
annot be 


For Frontier contact 


C. P. CHOWDHERY, 


The English Book Shop, 


90 
a 


33, Sector 


Chandigarh 
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i Ss P fil Of B; ar 1 : 3} against less than 20 in developed 
] pnHomMIc ro 1 e a ne at es 1 countries. Less than a fifth of tthe| 
population is believed to be literate, 

Sisik K. MAJUMDAR Even in urban areas 70 per cent of 

I (without -any 

WGLADESH i; a country of the population hid an average casi rasonry), 8 er cont without water 
pur people. ae Planning income equivalent to just over $20 nd 97 per cent wihlhout cle ctricityy 
Beion of the Bangladesh Govern- a year, Population growth is 3 ncillary hese 
ag in its ‘repo rt in Oc ent I ef vear iH ad 1s about 2 Over o hinds: 


1972: “Nowher else im the lions per year to the existing popu- TOSS miestic Product: “(GDP)E 


fetid is to much poverty shared by 7Q per cent pop 
Seay squeezed info so little areas” angitdesh is the most densely ation, are mainiy on la subsistense 
Mee ONVious ~eopolitical factors, inhabited country RS manufucturings 
imesh has become the “hunting cep! Hongkong contributed « nly about 6 per cent loll 
Mune Of imperialist, _ pseudo-socta- 1,360 people » to j GDP and the whole of the moder 
Sao s0cial-imperielist yultures, (Netherlands 955, U.K. 5° Jeyl stéctor (power, construction, mani 
Heimeep into the stark revlitics 480, India 410, USA 57, Kenya 45 facturing, modem transport -and orgg 
ie new politically liberated but The state of nutrition js appalling: mised services) only 1'5 per conf, 
nmi ioaliy yerfo-se emancipated 80% of the population suffers fi Drought and flood have affected 


evionial and backward country. vitamin deficiency and nearly agricultural producion for the Tast 
of calories. [Ou years. Scientific safeguards 


Po Million inibitante was about Life expectancy at birth was i are doplo- 
mae Veit; it is among the hall mated at 48 years SeeUPh iréd. with rably lacking in both India and 
Savee. poorest countries in the 70 in developed countries; and infant Bangladesh On canter estimates 
mie ie poorest 20 per cent of mortality at over [40 per thousand 


OOO OSES rrr" 


SELECTED WORKS OF 


MAO TSE-TU} 


Vol. | HAS BEEN PUBLISHED ALREADY 


De luxe reprint in India of original Peking Edition of Mao’s 
selected writings in four volumes. Cost Rs. 100-00 (One hundred) 
Each Volume Costs Rs, 25-00 (Twenty-five) only, 


But the subscribers will get the books at Rs. 50-00 (fifty) 
only paying Rs, 7-50 (Seven and paise fifty) initially for the enrol. 
ment of their names in subscribers list, then paying Rs, 12:50 
(Twelve and paise fifty) each time for Vol. |, Il & Ill respectively 
and paying Rs. 5°00 (five) only for Vol. IV. 


Be a subscriber before 7th july ‘73 paying Rs. 7-50 (Seven 
and paise fifty) and take Vol, | immediately paying Rs. 12-50 
(Twelve paise and fifty) only, Vol. Il will come out by July, ‘73. 
The other two Vols. will come out shortly. 


See avetage income of the coun- from a serious deficiency 


food output is expected to total po 


LPP LLLP I tpn 


N, B.—M. Os are accepted, anaes and Addresses to be written in clear distinct letters. 
The books, if requeste <d, will be delivered by pc ] 
Payments will be accepted from 11 A. M, t 
Ll A. M. to 2 P. M. on Saturd: 


Bs, 1973 





le 


i 
| 


‘. 


Ny 
4 


" “ 


Fs 


ay B | 


jit 


ae | ‘but expressed its 


Siiprepared to 


; 


1) 


ep 


to 9im- tons for the 


financial year to 


imore han 9m 
‘ypresent crop and 
June 30 against requirement of 
}2m_ tons However, UNROD 
{WN Relief Organisation in. Dacca) 
has already supplied about 14 m 
Mons af foodgrains for the current year 
inability to supply 
| more. The Dacca Government may 
thus have to buy at least 14 m, tons 
OF wheat:on world markets in compe- 
| Vtition with equally Jarge purchases 


Weby India and Pakistan and very large 


| 


purchases by the USSR, 

Ht Even in united) Bengal, there was 
pecarcity of food, and rice was regu- 
plirly imported from Burma. 

The 
Bait Earnings 
the ‘current 
Mated import requirement 
$830 m. The import bill thus may 
F about $$490 m to finance an esti- 
pp be pushed very high the need 
Or food purchases, but earnings from 
exports of jute and jute goods may 
fall below the $260m by 

© Plooning Commission because of 

serics large fires at jute mills 
and warehouses in November 

Ty January, the Bangladesh Gov- 
tmmiment approached Brilish tea com- 
Whether they would be 
take over Whe manage- 

of about 35 tea gardens classi- 
“gbandened” property of 

in Pakistan after the 1971 

war. The response to this ap- 

i reported have been 
Hulious because of the difficullies of 
Eploring profitable internationd mar- 
ots for apes tea. After = 


has erivisaged &x 
$340 m. for 
drawings 


Government 


of 


year 


about 
and - aid 


on about 


by 


envisaged 


panics ro see 


to 


erstwhiic ‘Bast P kistan 
exported. but 
the Jarger area 
Western Pakistan. ‘at 
of about. Rs 4 a 

allowing a profit of Re | a 

Since December 1971 Bang- 
Gest tea has had to be sold on jn- 
national , matkels el prices averag- 
Taka-2 4 pound and less although 
foduction have remained at 
About their former of ‘Tk3 a 
sound, Morcover, and Bang- 


oa grown in 
fais no longer 
Omestically in 
nidustrialised 
evoured prices 


sold 


of 


rey 
costs 

level 
Indian 


FRONTIER 
tition from Ceylonese tea on the 
European Common Market. The 
future appears to be bleak. Export 
eamings from hides ¢te. are insig- 
nificant. 

Illusions of a mixed economy have 
affected the present immatiire bour- 
geois leadership of Bangladesh. WNa- 
tionalization of the means of produc- 
tion is a humane concept but its im- 
plementation ‘requires people «who 
are. trained and committed in the 
methodology of socialist economy. 
Otherwise nationalisition virtually 
numounts to bureaucratisation, we 
find in India. The public sector in 
India has become the suppliers of 
riw materials to the ‘private mono- 
polists and in Bangladesh it will be a 
mere repetition in spite of the high- 
sounding pseudo-sociilist preachings. 

On March 26, 1972 the Govern- 
ment nationalised 85 per cent of the 
assets of the advanced industrial 
sector and on January 8, 1973 
it announced its policy towards 
private and foreign industry and in- 
vestment, exposing the  ch#racter 
of the ruling class. Private industry 
would be limited to companies with 
fixed assets not exceeding TK24 m. 
which would be allowed to grow up 
to TK34 m, through reinvested pro- 
fits. These would be guaranteed 
against nationalisation for ten years 
in the case of existing companies, and 
for ten years from the date of estab- 
lishment in case of companies set up 
during the first five yetr plan to mid- 
1977. Foreign investment in the 
private sector would be limited to 
licences ‘and patents, without equity 
participation, Othe; foreign jinvest- 
ment will be allowed only in collabo- 
ration with the Government and up 
to a maximum of 49 per cent p#rtl- 
cipation. Existing foreign firms 
would be required to incorporate un- 
der and comply with these proposed 
new laws governing private investment, 
Forcign firms , would likewise be 
guaranteed aginst nationalisation for 
10 years but for vultures one decade 
is enough to bleed the country white 
and to cripple it for another half a 
century, Remittances would be al- 


as 


j Wesh teas are facing tough compe- lowed of all post-tax dividends 
- 


and 50 per cent of net salar 
foreign individuals un to a im 
£150 a month, as well as savings 
earnings, retirement benefits andi 
sonal assets of individuals ‘Tem 
from service. Repatriation of fi 
capital including capital gains 2m 
investment Out of orefits witli 
first ten years from the start of 
duction would have to be 
over fen years. Sterling tea of 
are specifically exempted frome 
Aid-giving countries ane 
very enthused over the “gold 
of Bangladesh; the governmeény 
undey pressure for # commitmél 
share at least 1/5th of the dem 
erstwhile Pakistan. Of course 
condition has yet been Igid @ 
before any further aid is advan 
The povernment is in» fix, Bag 
desh has been admitted 
International Monetary Fund 
World Bank. The Bank group ii 
October committed an initial ami 
of $10-m. (half of it as a grant 
help development of Banglida 
telecommunications system ¢ 
Bangladesh would recive special 
concessions from the EEC, pit 
latly for its jute exports, on the Gy 
of Commonwealth preferences ® 
after Britain’s entry into Burp 
not yet certain. On the plegy 
creating a demand for her export) 
the world market, aic-giving count 
particularly Japan, are insisiingl 
devaluation of Bangladesh currendy 
the extent of 20-30 per cent. 
One has had enough of carigal 
in the name mixed econoniy 
leads to nowhere. India and Bani 
desh are two flowers of the same iil 
they breathe the same polluted aim 
the Indo-Gangetic valley and ii 
will be repetition of (he same ¢i 
Bangladesh also, In the powenm 
angle of South Asia, India and Bam 
desh are mere pawns in the Dal 
Of imperialist and  socie+-impeml 
super-powers; in Ine intemalm 
arena they have no identity, Hi 
ever, the future of Bangladesh fig 
the hands of her people, The dave 
not be far off when the waves of 
Mekong will sweep cver tho dil 
Gangetic Valley 


of 
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Teachers’ Cease-Work: . 


An Assessment 


hy A CORRESPONDENT a 


rerent 
feachers started 
Aud ended in o7 
Pe is beine said 
We tiers are 8 gving 
uly irom = the 
Pavermmen, to fix 


CEASE 


tha 


co) 
to =benefi 
aes ison | 
then pay 
Paive them job security, ect 
Spit this is hardly phe 
Oe the situation. 
Pf the abortive 
Bhat really happened. 
Search this year the WBGUTA 
ie yar Opinion poll bn the 
Pel strugyle 


the demands 


irue pic 
A brief 


struggle 


rt- 


will 


to be adopted to 
An 


tien 


Over- 
ai Ya jorit 
mereework, The 
mired for allthe consequences and 
firmly united behind the lead- 
Mi The leaclers, however, had 
in) 
MMe struggle 
Biter fimarilvy in being re-elect 
Me the Executive 
mdarity, in providing a safe out- 
See al the pent-up discontent 
febner ol the teachers a 


oul bellicosity was necessary to 


yated inde 


teachers were 


tion of waging an uncom- 


I hey wert 


ill- 


Councal and, 


fink whe weneral members. once 
They would have 
form cf 
ie yelerendum on the 
mime let them with: no 
: y cease-work 
Governmmen, |i 
fronomic demands cf 
And the WBCUTA Ie 
ina always continued only 
B with the 
mM te quite obvious that no- 
wae eaine ta be achieverl 
Be 1970, because of a 
Bi of presure from the gene 
Dt Hers, the leadership resorted 
wk which 
iM, could not 
stantial, The 
few promises which 


used soOmec 


Hutter if they could. 
form al 
allerna- 
movement 

always jgnor 
the 
ad. 
10 
Goverment, even 
by 


certain 


rae totally 


though 
ichieyve aiy- 
Governmen! 


were 


= ui 


yy 
\ 


This 
ended within a 
the 


movement 


impending Puja vaca 
was alleoed by a 
Exe 
meeling 


spokesman 
cutive Council at 


general m which tt 


withdrawn phat the general 
willing 
1or 


without 


were not Lo con 


movenierit, thar would 


niean thei 


Song 
] i } Pee 
curing tne riuypas. 


Were the le 


possibility 


is open 


aders 


que stion, 


OF thts when they ceased 


work on the eve of the Puja 


Actualh 
because 


noon the sirike wa 


the leaders 
the 


hurriecl i 


(lrawn 


mention to fralrass 


men; and 
the anery 


threatening 


they 
bureaucrats 
them 

i | hroug l 


tnd Ae ; 
-Cacders consolidated their throne 


with iY ‘ 


quences this movement 


the 
voices of dissent for 
1 


ubdued the 
They 


nenr was at 


and 
a while 
tal victory. It 


move was 


doubt a victor for leaders but 


the general members it 


ly another rustrating expert- 
ence. Many of the seneral member 
the 


di 


the real character of 


under stood 

Ik could not 
ihe 

hag k 


hei at 


adership, Bu; they 


anvullunes to counte 
of 


partly 


ily beca the 


and 


certain amount of apathy 


pat use 


Pal ¢ Hor, 


In the vears thar followed none 


Government's | bore 
i¢ WBCUTA leaders con 
talk talk Mean 


1 ; 
new developments 


of the 
Frivit Tt 
tinued 
while 
that 
| 


| 
cra 


DrOMses 


to and 


there were 
brought fresh hardships to the 
and 


Pence! ‘] 


teachers in pai tig tility 


the teaching cOmmunity in 


ome teachers and the 


Sr! Ramktishna Sarada Maha 


vidyapith c& Kamarpukur were sack- 


ed unceremo@ntously Their crime 


was that they held political opinions 


which did not tally with those of the 


few «ays 


the 


mecm- 


imue 


salaries 
to 


unaware 


were 


onse- 


S 


declared tha, the 


libra- 


ning party. 
; ! ~ 
ntl Siameiess 


ot 


detained am 


brutal tortul 


MU. [he 
ed grumbling 
tributed a 

erent 


the 


uniting with 


wis 


members, 


impervious 


procrastination 


her tamely, 


This 
attack 


Fhe 


e, he WBCUTA kepe 
ocn 1 members stare 
, Some ol them disae 
leaflet at the 1972 Malda§ 
ol the WBROUTA inf 

y decried the inaction Of 
rs in such grave miAtlersy 
d ou, that urtless a sire 


arted 


tor 


extraordinary 


on the denit. 


achers caused 
calm surine’ 
re Seve- 
und beaty 

WBCU'PA 
serenity, x 
the 
unlaiwhalhe 


ill over 


: 
Besides the | 


here they faced 


titer 
news 
broad 


“cl seriously 
stuclemts, the 
ple it would 
colleve teach 
ist demands anal 
hits very 
WRCUTA 
Wat 
rceepled by wig 
thie leadershipy 
However, i 
they 
hough} 


victims 


but 


Kamarpukur infamy. 


conditional! 


tarted 


COMUTURS 


ind thei 
promised, 
inmmeiiately 

the opinion of 

pite o& supe 

ent this 


chided 


piarte rs 


in the 


reins 


stions fk 


remstatement 


lone 


per iad 
evotiations 


Gove 


inistratjen 


Niaitises 


arada 


furiously 
Minister 
action 
enh 
en Hoty 
Kananpulay 
THe secondary 
leadership) 20 
dither 


Was 


the 
ot 
ilk. 


LssUt Was NOs 


chartey of demands 8 





the récen;y céase-work movement. 


Pliere was another attempt by 
bthe Government jo squeeze the teach- 
Sers. A sudden ordey reduced their 
DA, In the name of equalizing the 
DA ol private 
college teachers, a unilateral decision 
10 [reeze tal DA to 150 
in private colleges as 2 precondition 
Hine payment of the Government DA 
wus Later this 


the sponsored and 


Rs. 


the 


niade, order was 
un- 

I; said that the teachers who 
were already drawing DA at the old 


rate would continue to do so, but 


Vithose who would join service af 
ypApril 1972 would ge¢ only Rs. 150 
This is clearly an attempt to divide 

teachers and wo them. 


the 
Tk was teachers 


weaken 
also declared that 
Hii unapproved posts would ge, ne 
DA at all, No concerted and tena- 
Feious movement was organised even 
on The unjust order re- 
Najained virtually unchallenged, 
Ty will not be our of place here to 
eninicrate al few difficul- 
have 
the 
the 


this issue, 


cconomic 
teachers 
tw face, The total salary of 


btéathers is inadequate. 


gy that the college 


Even 
paltry sum is given to them in seve- 
Biiral instalments, so 
of the 
tenche; receives only about Rs. 23), 

mei inere ar¢ many colleges in the 
= | State that do not pay this 
eau and some colleges even pay 
ee Wnothine at all in some menths. The 
Sieollegé teachers do not get medical 
puuelp, they do no, have the benefit 
Deeeno! pension and pratuity, they have 


thar ay the end 


month the average college 


evell 


jal me syork under extremely demoraliz 
oh ine conditions. The resultany misery 
' mind hardship can easily be imagin- 
} pec, )«=ut what toes the leadersnip 
of y) ®@ the WBCUTA do about all this? 
Be ethey wage a war of words 


¢ 


aner Droms 
t Ninéteen seventy-three 
ve: Mt Was time to hold the annual con- 
meebigvence of the WBCUTA. That 
‘J jneant another election and the 
pExecutive Counci] was keen about 
Me meing re-elected, strictly in the in 
teres WE the general mass of the 


arrived and 
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college teachers, of course. Besides, 
the general menibers were gramb- 
ling again, they were becoming rest- 
less. So, once again the paper drums 
of the leaders started beating and 
they declared that WBCUTA 
would take torce 
Goyernment to accep, all thei 
demands, An opinion poll was 
ganised and the general 
vehemently in fayour of an 
indefinile ceuse-svork. All the while, 
deputation after deputation was be- 
the and 
they were merrily submitung memo 
randa by the dozens. However the Spe- 
cial General Meeting of the WBCUTA 
on March 25 adopted a programme 
cf the movement. It 
that (4) a masy deputation would 
be Jed on April 10 to the Chiel 
Minister and the teachers 
squat hours 
wert 


the 
(direct action to 
the 
or- 
members 


were 


ing sent to Government 


was resolved 


wold 


for 24 wherever they 


obstructed ; (b) token «ease- 
work would be observed all over 
State \pril 11 and 


cease-work 


the 


on (c) continu- 
woukl star, on and 
from April 18 in all the nom-goyern- 
ment colleges in West Bengal. 

On April 10 teachers 
Wellington 


Dilip Chakraborty spoke at length 


OoOus 


assem bled 
at the Square, Prof 
about the demands that were going 
to be placed before the Government: 
Thes economic 
Bur there 


were all 
and very much justined, 


demands 


was no mention af the gross infringe- 
the fundamental democratic 
rights of the 


that 


ment of 
teachers nor was it 
the 


way be- 


noted everywhere in coun. 


ry treedom Of the people 
These 
did net inelude release of prisoners 
fhe MISA, After 


teachers ‘went ta Espla- 


East in a: procession where they 


ing trampled upon. demands 


and withdrawal of 
the speech 
rac 
were duly stopped 
The 


squatting 


by the police, 
the 24-hour 
Representatives went \to 
with the charter 
Here a leaflet was 
the “Save WBCUTA 
Committee (Preparatory) ", 


teachers began 
the Chieé Minister 
of demands. 

distrilbuteed by 
of whom 
this 


rhe 


been qanade im 
In the leaflet 
Committee congratulated 


a ménzen thas 
article previonsly. 
the gene- 


ral members for their fighting spirit 


and urged them to) incorporate 
the demands the Wiig 
ditional release of political prise 
and immediate withdrawal of 

MISA. Jt pointed that 9 
WBCUTA should ime 
Steps Lo support te 

teachers in Haryana who are ‘ae 
jail ancl torture or daring we 
for thew just demands. The Tg 
also yeminded the teachers thai 
like the 1970 
movement was also slariing en 
vacation and the mem 
defea,; all atiempts of 
enemy to yhwart the siTpgele, 


charter of 


out 
take 
extend 


ease-work the. pre 
eve of a 
must 
lealiel ‘was enthusiistically Ted 
by the general members: Ey 

except the fleaders were ‘cony 

tha; the leafle, spoke the tui 

[hie came 
empty-handed, The squatting 
On April 11 all the col 
teachers of West Bengal stayed iW 
their But the Gov 
ment ol«durate, 

On April 14, 15 and 16 the aim 
the WBCUTA 
held in Serampore College, Of 
lGth the annual general meeunige 
held. Here alsa the Save WHGH 
OGommittee’ distributed a bali 
They ported out once again Wh 
it was jmperative chat the WBG Ty, 
should ‘fight agains: the gross 
of our fundamentill 
mocratic WBCUTA shall 
the bulletin continued, actively 


representatives 
tinued. 
classes. 


from 


remained 


conference ol 


fringement 


rights 


the just strugeles of pheir collegial 
in other States and glo those oot 
should integrate 

he broad masses of the tolling 
ple and actively support they 

WBCUTA should on 
about unity between reatiieny 

dents and the non-teaching gs 
‘The bulletin blamed the leadag 
deliberately to cary 8 


stuctents. It 


strugeles. 


Ignoring 
these: tasks. 

In the anual general mecink 
Exectitive rece 
It was said 
“all sections of the General Gi 
felt that Mi 
as the top prigriiy 
energy must be aimed at presen 
the unity in our ranks and 


Council 


way 


withou, contest. 


mittee members 


movement 
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itt Memoughit, there was no use 
iCOMs mie enerey in fighting for a sea! 
ete Mexceutive Council”, 

Lhe Mey i this che 

the t 
diate 

the 
ching 
fight 
alle 
sat 
esent 

Lhe 
bere 


dlis- 


annual venera'l 
ie Tesolyed jo stary a continu- 
Teae-work mavemeny in ordey 
fore the Government to concede 
Memands of the college teachers 
Merewiition was adopted amidst 
meeenuiisiasnt and fervou 
Pemunit «thay this time they 
feally fight and surely make 
mememment come vo terms, their 


Eve ry- 


chee i] tedseavork sharted on \pri 
Che Pin Mme colleges the authorities 
ived mm disrupt the strike by at 
yong mine to close the colleges for 
nook mlumer much earlier than sche- 


") 


Miand by making the teadhers 

€ whe notice for 
Hot classes 
ifr and did not allow such 
iy to happen. With 
amity of purpose the 7000 pri- 
ait sponsored college teachers 

fo tike their glasses para- 
i thiweby the whole structure at 


backs 
cole 
Lege 
AWAY, 


cri 


the suspen- 


Buy the teachers re- 


commend. 


util 
wat 


the me eilucation in West Bengal. 
was! Paituition looked extremely pro- 

TA ie. The movement wis a total 
chime 

Liat 

TAQ 

itt. (easework continued for 1] 
| dee : lays. Several letters were 
ould) Ptr the Governyent ‘The 
sup Ree were NOL satisfactory The 
ce Meet the WBCUTA talked with 


f (he 
with 
at 


ment time and again and 
wilh several non government 
Me they had special talks with 
Mibitva Parishad and Yuba Con- 
mendes who expressed . their 
Sipport for the teachers’ caiise. 
Samany felt, was suspie ious, {01 
Bpeople can hardly be called 
mons Of justice and freedom. 
Mimachers gravely resented these 
eile leaders were almos, pa- 
Meihtir cagerness to stop the 
heir statements seemed to 
his unfortunate affair is 
batrassing for us, we cannot 
eyo know, the general mem- 
. We pacified. As days pass- 
Mem the WBCUTA lead 


y 1978 
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Earlte) 


prociaamed that 


soften the 


Lnere 


ers began 10 
; had 
woukl be no compromise and hat 
all the demands must be ‘dulfilled 
before the back to 
Later they started say. 


leaclers 


teachers went 
l 


asses. 


their « 


ing, give us something, we are ready 


to rejoin our duties. Cheir con 


cém for ‘the students sudenly be- 


became intense. They said that 
one should not | 


very 
too intransigent, 


moderation was mecéssary, it was 


never possible in a movemen, 1 


realize all its demands, partial vi 


tory was also important, 


As time went on and the tone ol 


the leaders became softer and softer 


and degenerated into whining, the 
general members gradually started to 
Theis 


were moving towards 
True 


Lose hope, worst SUspICcLONns 
confirmation 
lo the time-honoured tradition 
of betrayal the leaders were prepar- 
ing .O stab the moyement in the 
bar k. 

On 


mcering 


April 24 a 

was -summoned 
certain that 
withdraw he 


special gencral 
Everyone 
was the leaders were 
cease-work 


though the 16 points of the charter 


roing to 


had still been 
the 


the 


of demand ac- 
The 
pub- 


lished in various daily newspapers, 


nay 


cepted by Government 


nance Lor 


mecuny Was 


Curiously enough, the venue of the 


mecting was not clearly mentioned 


Even then a large number of teach- 
attended Cyclo 


recommenda- 


ers the meeting 
styled Acopies of the 
the 


distributed 


Executive. Council were 
The the 
cease-work should be suspended, for 
latest 


ligns of 
council said 
in ihe communication sent by 


the Government almOst all the de 
and a 


implementation. 


mands ‘had been conceded 
time-limit s¢ toy 
[he majority of the teachers grave- 
this They felt that 
Goyernment had only promised to 
the Until written 


official orders were received and im- 


ly resented the 


mee} demands. 
plemented thes 
value ay all 
been 


e promises had no 
Similar promises had 
1970 and in the fol- 


These afte yet to be 


made in 
lowing vcars. 
fulfitied 
demands such as the withdrawal o€ the 


Besides, several important 


governien, order that said tha, na 
as DA would be 
entrants, not 

The 
settled, 
tile 
no 
the 
every- 


\ ' a 
more (han Rs. 158 


paid to the new were 


even promised to be met, 


Kamarpukur alfaiy 
So, the general 
WBCUTA felt 
valid weason fo withdrawing 
that Burt 
one knew that the leadership would 
the opinion ef 
the ordinary teachers notwithstand 
ing. 


Was noy 
members of 
that 


there was 


cease-work at stage, 


withdraw the strike 
There was anger in, the air, the 
résentmen, was voiced now and then 

In this Prof Dilip 
General Secretary, 
After a lot of ver 
bal sidestepping, he finally came (0 
Phe had 
promised to meée the demands and 


atmosphere 
Chakraborty, the 
started to spe ak 
the point. Government 
so the Government should be viven 
Agter three 
TA would review 


one chance, 
months the WBOL 
the 


more 


siltation 
A concerted from 
start 
this 
The 
the 
the de- 
the 
Look 
cliff: 
accused the 
ignorance about 
and suid 
suspend the cease. 
the 


2Toan 


went 
Anpry 


up 
the assemblage. vOIces 
ed demanding explanation foy 
extraordinary recommendation, 
be withdrawn, 
until 
niands were really shouted 


Prof Mitra 
His reasoning Was 


strike must not 


Struggle must continue 
met 
teachers. Santosh 
the floor. 
cult to understand, He 
reneral members of 


the methods of strugele 
that 


work as 


they must 


they wanted réinstule 


ment of the retrenched colleagues 
Collece. Whe ge 
listened to all these 
Prof Mitra said 
with greay confidence thay they fad 
the fight hose iit, 


erected with 


of Kamarpukuy 
neral members 


patiently, but when 
neither 


the 


wot nor 


remark ‘was cries 
teachers started 
against the fhighshanded 
leaders and their he- 
the teacher. 
was 
teachers. 
slogalis 
Wage all 


of derision and the 
tt protest 
manner of the 
cause o! 


traval of the 


Their policy of compromise 
the 
members raised 


WBCUTA to 
uncompromising fight, criticising the 


against the interest of 


The 


urgine the 


gencral 


leaders for their policy of capitula- 
tion, ‘and emphasizing the import 
ance of unified struggle. The lead- 
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Brs and theiy lackeys wied to reply 
with ‘slogans like “Long Live 
WBCUTA”, “Down with the sowers 
ol discord’, “Down with those whe 
Wam to break up the unity of the 
teathers”, ‘fhe teaghers who were 
protesting agains, the withdrawal of 
the strike also cried, "Long Live 
WBCUTA", but said that they were 
iol ready po countenance the 
betrayal. !The Meaders could not 
decide what to do in the face of the 
spontaneously organised. protest. The 
teacheys who were preparing the 
Save WBCUTA Committee’ took the 
lead in this protest. 

Suddenly a Yew teachers rushed 
tOwards the dais and tried to attack 
these leaders physically. 

there ecufle on the 
and in the melee ip could no, 
ascertained what exactly was  hap- 
pening or who the attackers were. 
Late: it was heard that these subs- 
tribed to the politics of the ruling 
party. They were aggrieved because 
they were not taken into the Exe- 
evtive Council. 

As soon as this incident took place 
the protest that was ‘gradually be- 
coming faded away. The 
incident ‘helped ‘the leaders to turn 
the tide and to suppress the voices 
Of dissent. The meeting continued 
fora long time after this. The lead- 
érs spoke with and 
feeling. Vhose who yried to point 
our the |fnilure of strugele to 
achieve its object were not allowed 
speak. The recommendations ot 
the Executive Council were pissed 
with so-called unanimity and the 
strike chat have heen a great 
victory ended ignominiously, 


£TOSS 


dais 
be 


was a 


stronger 


eTeat emotion 


1 
the 


could 


Vhis, of course 
The WBCUTA wage 
sevious struggles and care very little 
for the individual general members. 
On the other hand, the general mem- 
hers are fed up with the WBCUTA, 
they openly abuse the leaders, and 
most of them take no interest in 
the alilairs conducted \by /the -orga- 
misation. What is wrong with it? 
The WBCUTA has always failed to 


is nothing new 
leaders: never 


embody the needs and aspirations 
of its members. The teachers are 


a part of the society and their pro- 
blems are not divorced trom those 
of society in general. The WBCUTA 
does not associate itself with the so- 
cial problems ay all and is therefore 
fast becoming defunct. 

The WBCUTA is not fighting to 
protect fundamental democratic 
rights. It is not uniting with the 
students, the non-teaching staff and 


not forming 4 united front. The 
leadership ig responsible for the 
failure to do all these, It is only 
natural for the WBCUTA toa lose 


the allegiance of its members, 

The teaching. community has now 
become definitely conscious of the 
social reality, It is clear to it now 
that until che huge rural population 


is liberated from exploitation and 
until it can enter the schools and 
colleges in large numbers, no true 


regenerdtion of the decayed edluca- 
tion system is possible. It is quite 
clear tha, as long as the economy of 
this country is dominated by the 
imperialists and its compradors the 
creative Eaculty of the people will 
remain untapped and the crisis of 
society in general and of the edu- 
cation system in particular will not 
be resolved. Until tthe education 
system learns to carry Out its social 
responsibility, lot will never 
improve. “These are basic questions. 
The WBCUTA has always evaded 
So ‘long as it continues 


our 


these issues. 


to do so, it will never be able to 
fulfil its obligation to society as a 
mass organization, The WBCUTA 


at present has merely a denvrecratic 
veneer, but is not truly democratic. 

To come out of the ru; WBCUTA 
must change its basic policies drasti- 
cally. I, must learn to reflect the 
aspirations of the teachers correctly, 
It must forge an invincible unity be. 
tween the teachers, the students and 
non-teaching staff. It mus, wage an 
uncompromising struggle ro  safe- 
guard Our economic and democratic 
rights.. It must fighy by the side of 
the workers and peasants, Only then 
will the WBCUTA fulfil its obliga- 
tion to society and be able to rally 
all the teachers to fight for econo- 
mic and political freedom. 








A Report 


The Will Continue! 
Eat Rats 


This paper (abridged) 
pared for the Land Reform Dit 
Planning Commission, and thew 
ing Group on Land Reform 
tional Commission on Adria 
New Delhi, on the basis of @ 
lrip to the Pandaul Block of M 
bani dtsirict and the Miu 
Bloch of Muzaffarpur destriel, 


om April 8 and 9, 1973. 
[S Pandaul Block the Group 
number representative 
bataidars and landowners am 
local officials dealing with re 
land reforms and development) 
open meeting and tried to ase 
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of 


from them the present situul 
the agrarian sector, The repre” | 
tives of the C.P.1. led Kis 


pointed out thay no, a singled 
dar was recorded during the 
and settlement field operation 
was concluded in thay area oni 
cently, According oo» them, gi 
stafl of the Setrlemeny Dey 
were ‘bought over’ by the 
as a result of whidl 
stubbornly refused to record! 
sharecropper, Finding no other Wi 
members of the Kisan Sabhy @ 
ed some field staff, who undera 
took down in a ‘katcha khaGe 
names of the bataidars. Lat 
they came to know that theipl 
were not incorporated and th 
records stood as they were 
alleged that with the conniva 
the local revenue and Blodog 
vast water area belonging @ 
bhanga Raj was no; taken pa 
of by the Strate and was alloge 
be retained by the landowHim 
this point, the local Block Dé 
Officer intervened and! 
thay the matter went up (oii 
Court and judgment went @ 
the Government. ‘The Kisanl 
leader further complained 
sharecroppers were being & 


) 


owners, 


ment 
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Me will of the landowners, 
Mie landowners were highly or 
qud that they always got the 
pet oF the police and the magis- 
Mei their action against the 
mroppers. He cited the example 
Bibel where the *Mohant' of a re- 
aust killed 7 sharecroppers 


sy 


4 
bene to harves; the crop in the 


iim At 
7 fesentatives o€ the landowners 
Mimimed himself to be a smal! far 
d up and 
Whether the laws of the 
mil io operate in this par, © 
Pevintry, He that the 
my War full, 


this point one Of 


protested ma 


land 


asserterl 
justified as the so- 
Warecroppers were politically 
ted outsiders deli- 
miely Jooting the crop of the reli- 
tlist. 
Tie landowners’ 
Mita they had no objection in 
ciple to get the names of the 
Booppers recorded bu, they in- 
Tiny Only real 
ma be recorded. 
Miation they admitted tha, no 
mar «Ohad been put 
#0 stated! that no sharecrop- 
Sil be recorded in the retain- 
Maid c the landowners after the 
ation of the ceiling law. Az this 
m® question asked as to 
jhere was any possibility of 
any surplus through 
miion of the 
mecrling Act, On this, the un- 
mm «opinion of all the land- 
ie presen, was ghat nothing 
mi available. When it 
i athed whether such lands had 


who were 


represe nlatuves 


sharecroppers 
On a point ol 


on record, 


was 


land 


recently amended 


Was 


i been (lispensed among 
Be eatives etc, through benami 
maeitiaus transfer to avoid the 
mehey openly admitted it and 
ey counter-question whether 
awa anything wrong about it 
Mitude of the lacal officers 
Wao father queer. In the pre- 
Pat the Working Group they 
i of course, show any partisan 
Mi favony of the landowners; 
iy betraved an attitude of hos 
Milirnlity towards the batatdars. 
mhihat no bataidar was record- 


mie of the law and the posi- 
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tive Government instruction on the 
subject did moy cause even the slight 
embarrassment to the officers present 
This was, perhaps, the most natural 
thing to happen and therefore should 
embarrass 


cause neither surprise nor 


ment since nature Must take its own 


course 


“Looked Gapingly” 

hereafter, towards rhe evening we 
Mourza 
couple of kibometres away from Block 
headquarters, Here we shown 
a Vast 
local 


acres—wherelrom 


went [to Sorhai—about a 
were 
land—according to 
ROO 


batal- 


tract of 
statement approximately 
about 250 
dars were evicted by sheer physical 
Dar- 
then 


back 


force 
bhanga Raj in 
they had 
possession of the 
effect. 
instituted against these sharecroppers. 
Altogether 52 persons suffered impri 
sonment as undertrial prisoners and 


by the employees cé the 
1970, 
trying 

land, but to no 


Since 
heen to get 


Fourteen criminal cases were 


they harassed very fre 
quently by the police and the magis. 
tracy. When it was asked why they 
did no; move the Magistrate for ob- 
taining order u/s 144 Cr. P.C. in 
their favour against the Darbhanga 
Raj. the bataidars and the 
panying officials looked gapingly a1 
us. Tha, Section 144 Cr. PC. could 
the Jand- 
the 
dars was something quite surprising 


were being 


accom- 


also be applied against 


owners and in favour of battai- 
to both the parties. 

Madhubani 
area is apparent even to casual visi- 
The thay the 
are meckl timidly 

to their masters’ will does no; prove 
that things are all right everywhere. 
Landowners also understand 
Herice, they reace so violently against 
overt 


Social tensfon im the 


tors. fact bataidars 


and submitting 


this, 


any sion of social disorder, 


They are organised and aggressive. 
They will not let their treasured heir- 
looms slip through their clutches 
With an obliging administration on 
their side, they are definitely not go- 
ing to give up an iola of their 
rights, privileges and economic domi 
nance without a stiff fight, notwith 


standing the thunderous oration for 


the rural underdogs a; distant Pata, 
which hardly 
backwoods of Madivu- 


the reverberations of 
ever reach the 
bani 

On 9th 


visited the 


April the Working Group 
Musaharj Block of 
This 


in early 


Muza. 
eared 
1970 because 


flarpur district area 
some notoriety 
f Naxalite About 
dozen bie landholders and usuriels 
killed hy Naxa. 
ly created consternation In (he 


level of thy 


ictivities. halt a 


moneylenders were 
lite s 
highest Government! ag 


well as among the philanthropists 
Shri Jia 
leader of the 
‘that 
urgent 


through positive 


and social reformers 


Naravan, the veneralple 


Sarvodaya movement, thought 
the Naxalite threay 


call 


action how the challenge of violence 


was an 


to demonstratc 


could be used to speed up the pro- 
cess Of non-violen, social change and 
reconstruction that Vinobaji had int 
tiated Gramdan-Gram 
Swara] Movement’. He 


through tis 
went to (he 
aren and camped there for about @ 
year from June 1970. J. P.’s stay in 
the Musahari Block to “fiehr’ the 
Naxalite menace through non-violent 
the baste 
ull 


means brought some ol 


issues which underlay the. social 


rest to limelight 

Rural violence is nothing new on 
the Bihar Applica. 
lion of naked force and coercion fol 
the ¢rop 
ultimate 
feature ef 

Only the 


sharecroppers 


atrarian scene. 


deprivation of the share of 


of the 


eviction is a 


bataidars and their 
conumon 

there. 
15 Santhal 


were murdered, three 


agrarian relations 
other day 
therm 
Rupaspur 7 
the Roupola Block in Kosi Divisiog, 
Such 
they might be; 
any 


wong 
being burnt alive ay 
unclesitable 


incidents, however, 


were common occur 
rences in 
They, 
commotion except, 
porarily in the places of occurrence 
and in the homes of the vietins. 
They did nor in any pose any 
threat to the stability of the sogial 

Wha, was unusual at Musa- 
vas thay the offensive was laum 
behalf of the rural poor 
against the tyranny of the rural rich 


harvesiing Season 


therefore, did no; create any 


perhaps, tems 


way 


order, 
hari 

ched on 
one in 


a situation which no 
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_- an eel. 


S the least, 


Biliar was accustomed to. This was 
# few phenomenon with grave and 
dangerous potentialities. Cognizance 
fad to be taken of this threat by all 
both inside and outside the Govern- 
Ment Imstany action was called for to 
sil Out this quivering flicker of re- 
Volt cé the rural poor, The Saryo- 
daya Movement pook up) the amelior- 
ative portion of the job, leaving the 


nilitiinistration to pake stern measures 


to put out the unrest and po restore 
ender and tr@nquillity. 

\mone the gentlemen present at 
the Block headquarters was one M: 
Tewari, His village Madavpur was 
# Gramdan village. He was the 
Seerelary of the Gram Sabha. He 
appeared very active and eneredtic 
and he insisted that the Group 
should visit his village to ve, an idea 
of the effect of the combined efforts 
pf Gram Swataj movement and 
SVARD. the Association of Volun 
taiv Avencies for Rural Deve- 
lopment, The village was approxi- 
mately 2h kim. away from the Block 
Ofte, From the black-topped dis 
fice road, a newly constructed motor- 


aifevkutehha road connected the 


B Villave This road was constructed 
hy AVARD. The road Ied one di- 
precy to the ywin residential houses 


The stark contrast 
residlential 


of the Tewaris. 
bitween the 

hrildings of the Tewaris with white 
plano-key switch boards, concealed 
electrical wiring sMlver 


modern 


painted 


' vills and the surrounding dilapidat- 
; | 


#0 thatched hovels where lived the 
Wretched of the earth was, to Say 
shocking. The Group 
wis well looked alter by the Tewaris. 
The Secretary of the Gram Sabha 
showed his concern about the inount- 
ing indebrendness of the small and 
poor farmers. According to his as- 
fessment phe total indebtedness of hig 


Y village was about Rs. 90,000, Many 


poor and small peasanis who took 
loun from the moneylenders were 
working as bataidars or farm hands 
on lands which were once their own, 
hecanse cf their inability to repay 
the loan and cumulative interest 
thereon. Shri Tewari had a plan 


Of for redemption of these loans if he 
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could secure some money &om the 
janks, He requested the Chairman 
of the Group to intercede on his be- 
half with the authorities of any 
nationalised bank, 


For Whom ? 

Phereatter, the Growp was taken 
to the site of one of the two deep 
tubewells sunk by AVARD to en- 
sure perennial irrigation for multi 
group oF 


villagers gathered under ia nearby 


ple cropping. A small 


tree to witch casually the goings on 
of the Tewaris and the Babus from 
Patna. 

They ‘had seen ‘such visitors be- 
fore and did not seem to be particu. 
lavily interested in the presen, batch 
ol tourists, \dter q little proddiny 
they whispered that the Tewaris 
were the largest landowners of the 
village, that the tubewells were sunk 
in their lands and that they would 
naturally be the. main beneficiaries 
of all the developmental activities of 
AVARD, Tt was also revealed that 
the landowners o€ the village syste. 
matically evicted the bataidars and 
conyerted them into farm hands. 
Agricultural workers got 34 ‘katchha’ 
seers of inferior grains like  bajra, 
kanol, sama, etc., for each day 
of work. Employment, however, was 
casual and intermittent, With the 
tubewells sunk gratis by AVARD, 
houses illuminated and free pump- 
sels energised by the rural electrifica- 
tion scheme, with motornble roads 
constructed by ‘AVARD making, it 
capy to bring modern inputs of agri- 
culiive and to export marketable 
surplus to good mandis afar, and 
with the Block extension. services to 
mive new HAYYV seeds and to teach 
new and better cultural practices to 
substantially improve the yield, the 
‘Tewaris of Madhaypur had. a pros- 
perous future to look forward to 
But with 34 katchha seers of inferio 
orains as daily wages, the long ‘spells 
of unemployment, with (large num- 
bers of mouths per family jo feed 
field rats would continue to be the 
staple source of protein for’ the 
Musahars ({rat-eaters) of Musahari, 
for quite some time to come, With 





the coficentration of fand im a 
hands, it was only jnevitable 
natural that all the benefits af 
developmental activities of A 1 
and the like agencies would gp 
only to the big landowners, W 


eTumbs the rural poor woulda 
in future mich; be a matter af 
jecture but we had definite vii 
10 indicate that ap Musahap 
brea had already gone to the 
rich 

sy their abysmal failure 107 
ment the laws, the duthoritie 
sihar have reduced the wholeg 
age of; land weforms measniel 
This hak embot 
the landowning class to (real 


sour joke 


entire issue of agrarian reforme 
ttiter jcontempt. HElWewhare in 
country, the law evaders 1 
snéaking respect €or the lawai 
ine authority. The layyproadl 
furtive—their method clandesim 
Bihey the landowners do "owl 
twopence for the administtil 
They take jit for granted, "Thee 
defian'—their ij 
operandi open and insolent 
lence has been ruthlessly sif 


proach is 


at. Musahani and elsewhere, Ti 
problems remain unresolved, 

uncommunicative and mui 
village pooy at Musahari mia 
choice between Baiju Shaliy 
lincdoewnling mutk biia-cumsinal 
who held almost the whole wil 
in mortgage, and Raj Kishoveel 
youn# lad who had the puts i 
teat alzailnst the acoumulatedm 
tice atid (tyranny and te pay 


extreme penalty for it 


For Frontier contact 
NAVODYA PUBLISHER 
Eluru Road, 
Vijayawada-2, 
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ok Review 


FERMINOLOGY IN INDIAN 
LAND REFORMS 
iP. T. George 
Gokhale Anstitute of 
Acopomics, Poona, 
amin Ltd., New 
é Rs. 20.00. 


Politics and 
Orient 
1972 


and 
Delhi 


the 


ural ~ ; : gh 
1S is a most welcome publica- 


fon al an opportune moment 
Mihere is an increasing awareness 
ny here about the cruci#l import- 
or land relations in general. 
mor government circles too it is 
hie increasingly modish to pall 
mit land reforms and a new 
egisiative on 


iA 


spate 
measures is since 
book collects several hundred 
me used in 200 Acts pertaining to 
Mi telations in different parts of In- 
Ags it was completed in 1969-70 
Biwre recent enactments could 
be covered. The book itself is 
vid d into two parts: the main body 
iuining only the words taken lite- 
all from the various Acts, while the 
Rosary has words that are used but 
Méfined in the Acts. Quite right- 
Wile author has taken particular 
ii explaining words borrowed 
Om the various Indian languages 
meh have crept into’ the statute 
ions. Wherever possible exact quo- 
Hons from relevant Acts 
Wefine or explain terms, In 
quotations from such 
Miwn authorities as Baden-Powell 
ie given ; in some others the author 
melt explains. For these 
Pework has an authoritative 
acter. 
A perfect book does not exist and 
mevicwer’s job is said to be incom- 
unless sOme deficiencies, minor 
Major, are pointed out. On the 
iy side, there is a slip on the page 
Pabbreviations; “Mds’ for Madras 
Mi oul. There are a few exam- 
M where the author’s judgment can 
Sauestioned. ‘Labha’ js a term used 
Moharashtra meaning gain or pro- 
ihe same word means the same 
iii many other parts of the 
ity. which might have been in- 


are used 
some 
W ell- 


mwwn 


reasons 


26, 1973 


jucda- 
‘a court of 


dicated.. Apparently ‘fauzdari 
lat’ in Madras stand* for 
justice’; this is doubtful 
North it always 
court’: The ‘khas’ appears. in 
the Glossary where its meaning in 
Madras is given; in the main text 
khas possession” occurs with a totally 
different connotation in ‘accordance 
with the Bihar and Orissa usages. Il 
would have been better to pul them 


since in the 
means a criminal 
word 


contu- 
he has 


mioht 


all in one place to avoid 
sion, For, a 
fesurraed ele 
not be careful check for 
an alternative meaning elsewhere in 
the book. 

When I looked the 
personally cultivated’—, very 
term a liberal definition of 
enables big farms to evade many of 
the provisions of reform Acts, 
I also found two other tetms ‘personal 
cultivation’ and ‘cultivate personally’ 
Theugh these are — practically inter- 
changeable, there are no cross refer- 
ences. It would have been much 
better if al! these were put together 
Even then I failed to 
find quotations from the Acts of 
Kerala, Punjab Bihar 

In sonie cases the explanations are 
brief. The 
‘tyPe of tenancy 
Orissa’. IT am sure 
anyone who looks. it 
to know more 


reader, once 
word in one place, 


enough to 


term ‘land 


key 


which 


for 


iand 


as OMe entry. 
and 


too ‘kota’ is simply a 
cultivation — in 
everyone, i.e 
up, would like 
iis nature, Or 
take a mOre important word like 
‘raiyat’, ic. “one who holds the land”. 
The ambiguity of the term ‘hold’ is 
too well known, jt implies ‘possession’ 
with or without ‘ownership’ 
But after the various fand 
\cly a essentially 
is the with o¢cupancy right. 
A “‘raiyat’ can even lease out his land 
thereby ceasing to ‘hold’ in the ordi- 
nary the word. However, 
if the is not formally register- 
ed—and this is most widespread, the 
owner continues, legally speaking, to 
‘hold’ the land. I do not think the 
Acts themselves are unclear on this 
point, but the quotations given cer- 
tainly are. Only a small amount: of 
supplementary information would have 
dispelled any possible misunderstand- 


about 


rights 
reforms 
‘Yalyvul {s one who 


owner 


sense oO] 


lease 


some 
lead it 


ing. ly many other instances 
brief explanations 
greater clarity 
On th minor alters 
tions along the lines indicated above 


would i use-value of (he 


would 


whole, such 
enhance the 
book; merging the main text and 1h 
Glossary would. be another of saghy 
painless operations 

In future editions hope ther 
will be at least one more—it may Be 
worthwhile to broaden the scope Oo 
the book to include terms oF nicanings 
not derived exclusively from the Acts 
Under ‘egricultural labour’ one migh 
include the various meanings of Th 
per Censuses of ‘National 
Sample Surveys, cte. Agaimst word 
like ‘sir’, ‘jagir’, etc. the origiial of 
late Moghul. connotations might he 
given as well. Further,.a large niin 
ber of local terms like ‘kisheni ae 
‘khaikhalashi’ illuminating Var 
ous relations whit 
did into. the 
Acts. could be introduced Chis will 
make it far more useful not only fol 
the specialists working in related 
fields but also for the general reade 
who has an interest in the subjeatl 
But then the table of the book woul 
need a change too 


N. K. CHANDRA 


-we 


term 2s 


etc 
spects of land 


nol get incorporated 


Rupantari’s New Play 


; i 
(eHOSH | 


HIreN 
BENGAL drama farely achieve 
an abiding quality, The mor 
popular theatrical successes add littld 
to the worth of litershur 
The appeal rests partly on technite 
devices and even more on a cfd 
sentimental content. The vast bod 
of dramatic output for the past Ong 

hundred years scarcely contains 
single play which would be wort 
reading, not to say reviving, . tad 
part of a patriotic ritual 
[ exclude Tagore wWhas 
plays ere still well worth reachipgesy 
but not as drama, only as poetry) 
The mere theatrical aspect of thy 
dramatic tredition is admittedly pry 
t 


dramatic 


except as 


Of course. 


| 





Bul hardly 
patriotic 


most part 
religious and 


imitive for the 
Jess so is the 
AD pemotion which is the most character- 
a{ jIstic stuff of the plays. New styles of 
Pry? production—Brechticn, absurd, et al 
1 Shave taken the place of older tools 
‘and corresponding to this, a new so- 
5 Biot and political content has also 
ia Bppeared. But neither the content 
Senor the style of production has made 
mniy significant departure from the 
Mast in exploring depths of human 
Exptrience. As in the past, the tech- 
Mica! imitation reniins the most suc- 
Bessful aspect of the experiment 
Wehough striking one inevitably with 
% trumpery air. But the new social 
@ political themes resemble 
bhe eld religious and stuff 
Both are just mush. 
© These is something in our way of 
pOoking at life and the world around 
vhich prechides detached, ob- 
fective outlook. The content of our 
Hiraimatic litereture reflects. our collec- 
Nive day-dreams. There is thus @ 
Surious dispropovtion between the 
mireme modishness of acting and 
ageerafy and the crudity of the ac- 
ial emotional effect produced by the 
iplay as such. The effect is almost 
Wlways slushy, undr2matic and rude- 
By contrived. 


also 


patriotic 


fartita 4 q4-c1 awa TAT 


Me] (su a4 ox HEAT, CH-V0? 


aals ZEIE 


RSSiTe NICE — erate aly / Bce, 
sae = / 
natyfa / aqitm 


Simce ala fast “te Re” 
S ratz “os” 
| Reats | fuparra wife 

norte / t? | eta ACR 


i giam / xq / alow / fetatfesi 


@ 


nay 4 

4t4e 

” anicasa wf 

Se atiaare ef / fae fam wets / 
rantsita::: 


FRONTIER 


In spite of this general ineptiness, 
a few Bengali plays have occasionally 
come near 1 achieving the true dra- 
matic art. Mr Jochhan  Dastidar’s 
might also 
claim as one of them bit! 
éffect. Once again there 
hard, unflinch- 
interpret 
capac 


Padya-G4dya-Prabandha 
stake its 
for the final 
is a failure to take a 
reality and 
After showing 4 ‘ 
playwright-director 


ing look at 
truthfully 
for realism the 4 
slips into outworn 
and fobs off with a fake 
the complex: issuc. Even the posing 
Of the tendentious, The so- 
lution itself ts reconcilia- 
tion between a politically conscious 
middle class and Jumpens. The conten- 
ding sides apparently unite at the end 
after their mutual hate »nd violence 
had led to a tragedy. All this re- 
maing vague and: is suggested, 
but" it is there. 

There is little objective preparation 
for what happens in the end. The 
vents and characters diy not move 
in sich a way as to make the tragedy 
inevitable; Nor is the final realiss- 
tion of the meaning of this tragedy 
achieved through suffering and sacri- 
fice. Besides; the major part of the 
play moves along such a work-a-day 
plane that the conclusion seems rather 
high-sounding. There is a sudden 
jerk from the general tenor of the 
play to the tragic end and its moral 
conclusion, All this belongs to the 
sloppy tradition of Betigali theatre 
But there is so much to be thankful 
for in this play that one can’t help 
regretting it in this instance The 
pity is all the greater because the play 
just about misses being minor 
masterpiece of its kind. 

A middle-class home passes 
happy. carefree oplimism to cheerless 
despair when its only san, an MLA. 
fails to gel a job The loving fyther’s 
haitsh words drive him from home 
The whole idyllic atmosphere is poi- 
soned with the bitterness of ruined 
hopes, The young man cannot 
the girl he loves. Here. too. 
disappointment brings bitterness and 
fmally causes estrangement. Their pa- 

His, wha friendly, 


manner 


political cliches 
solution 10 


issue: is 


posed as a 


barely 


from 


marry 


were 


also fall owt in an 


once 80 


unseemly 


. walls. 


The change of mood betwee# i 
lier and subsequent family Sy 
Sharply brought oul, Bagh 
within the walls of a crumbilin i 
alternates with one on the 
sidé where young  stmgoltiy 
and already broken 
These have neva 
to a college and never hid anyl 
They do not pass front dayig 
to despair. Hopelessness is 
their existence. Their fathag 
drunk fand best their moth 
their case, loving parents @ 
shame—aii 
to this Wi 


poorer 


draft aimlessly 


quarrel and feel 
they too are driven 
misery 


The Road 

Both situations have basig 
larity, The contrast and identi 
brought to an equally shar 
The road before the house Wil 
two sets of characters passin 
other with mutual  conteinpt 
hostiliy is usext excellently tomy 
purpose. The use of Ome 
freeze for sudden switches from 
set of characters and scene OF 
to the other the sang 
The scene that goes off is ig 
while the contrasting sian 
behind or beyond thew 
There are some pipe 
cuts used in films 
leaving the two pj 
darkened and [ik 


alse serves 


alive 


similay to 
device of 
the st 
turn according 
while the two sets of 
cnately fixed il 


shifts 
fers remain alte 
emphasises the 
co-existence and 


stances, 


ture of the two 
reality, There: is 
Gorky-like 
the lowe 

So far the 
both 


SOme Vode i 
a@ynosphere im 
depths of despair 

play jis an eble 

writing and aia 
production. But the 
stkidenly takes. to ch cipionimig 
striking wookérg in ang 
itt ant ofony 


dramatic 


case of 
bouring soap-factory 
change the existing sochil Gilg 
that all may find work: Hi 
covery of a oew political tigi 
identity ts UNCOnVIneHE 


is it clear how supporting 


as the scene of mat 


contig 


per 
4 YOUN 


i ath 
n Blom 





thous 
their 


sittil= 
tity ae 
foous) 
ith the 
cach 
and 
thle 
nema 
on one 
iCuOn 
lle ond 
frozens 
cong 
Novae 
ocessa 
The 
ris of 
ip 
achony 
charage 
Te 
Ti LMR 
yY nee 
Sums) 
tion OF 
lering 


ce Of 
Mae 
herd 
the 


reTise for the Workers 
Manes tlic existing society. | 
Mort perk of the matter js when the 
ampens are used to break the 
They are 
ape OF eotting jobs in e fac 
in They burst some cracke 
MM help from the potice, dis 
CIES. AL the factory gale 1} 
man enable the 
mie They end by 
Beene hero and his iriend. But 
me no given jobs, So — thes 
ine ut their revolvers and 
Peainge thé social order figain 10 
Pao fr all. And the 
father chimes ii With the call 
eon tor Mice do the workers seem 
Bg ye seule; between the con- 
Meltions and 
Hee tw shape the outcome. 
them appeir on the stave 
apie yf sticking posteys 
knifed, There’ are: ww 
im cases of (orture perp 
mw gides, But all these are 
hes compared with the stupid 
Mai Which o political significance 
Bement te) be Woven into the story 
Syme yous men’s. self-sacrifice 
UN aly is there a lack of develap- 
bil the conception of the young 
Bene involyement with the striking 
Dees ind their death at the hands 
iiempiovyes woushs falls into a 
lumii pattern of thinking 
Bu T would siill set down my de 
Mile Opinion that Padya-Gadye- 
mio is u romarkable play and 
mpenmancs by Rupuntari is well 
Ma seting. The 
See nith stindard. The lumpen 
Me Render: wid Sushi, are ren- 
Baw) Cxuberint verve and gusto 
meooinan Dastidar. as Naren. 
eae OUlStanding performance. 
aiat supports him well but 
ids wften inaudible even from 
ma pow. Mr Shyamal Sengupta 
f i Bide), the youns hero 
Mae his perhaps given a bette 
et himself in other roles, 


is gomg to 


suit the 


anke. 


lempiedl by the 


s and, 


faclory 


murdering 
resolve 


dead 


ullimateiy des 


Some 


unneces- 
rated by 
MNO! 


acting is of a 


suitably 


mpaole agent in Bangladesh 


BEALLAN TILK A 
Banglabazar 


mt 


BAIGHAR 


197% 


Satyabrata Dasgupta js insufferable— 
more 


which is 


role 
might 


because of his 
lotiose and well be 
dispensed with, 

With so 


theatrical panachy 


much skill in 
it (might still be 
possible to rescue the 
inanity 


chéiracters 


play from. the 


duliness and of its ending 
The lumpen 
have to be treated more sympatheti- 
Hy and the middle-class youths 
| 


less idealistically. ‘The 


would then 


concluding 
development of the action must seem 
more natural and the 


volvement of 


contrary jn- 
should 


workers 


greater 


classes 
The 
with a 


social 
naively posed 

brought in 
sense Of purpose and increusing pre- 
dominance. The final 
the conflict may be ‘tragic’ and need 
not be : loud 


revolution 


resolution ol 


followed by prociama- 
faith in When 
the setback is real, even ij temporary, 
the reality of must nor be 
Sturred 
made to shine 
darkest 


lions of 


failure 
For 


even 


over. hopes can be 
through the 


clouds. 


Holmes Weich 
BUDDHISM UNDER MAO 


Drawing on materials from the 
Maintand press and on rare pamph- 
lets and journals collected in Japan 
and Southeast Asia as well.as more 
than a hundred interviews with 
refugees and Visitors to China, 

Mr Welch has made the most 
detailed study yet available. 

$ 76:00 


(Harvard) 


N. B. Bonarjee 

UNDER TWO MASTERS 
with a foreword 

by Philip Mason 


provides interesting glimpses 
of an Indian Civil Servant's life in 
British India and later under 
Congress Raj, There is no doubt 
that most of his criticism of the 
present regime is very much valid.’ 


—/i/ustrated Weekly Rs 35 


perhaps, 


acting and 


Three Exhibitions 
SANDIP SARKAR 


IKHILESH 


Man show 


Das fourth 
at the Birla 
May 18 


‘Series al 


One 
\cadem 
(subtivhet 
Mysell’) / 
Ol marked improvement 
compared to his previous exhibt 
He is not yet certain whary We 
would like to do. He is still ex 
experimen, a8] 


from May 8 to 


¢ 
tol SOITH reason 


showed Signs 
Lions. 
ploring, but in ar 
not #s important as. the result. Be 
has used thick pigmenty and expert 
mented in illusion © 
surfaces being blocked and yet cap 
His fiyuresl 
although « bit tortured 
there aren 
other canyases where he has painter 


[its rely 


creating’ an 


able cf illumination. 


are hold, 


But on the other hand 


pictures, a preeting-carily 


type approach to attract biryers ; 


Fis serious howevea ty 
with core 


fain spatial problems which he wartles 


paintings, 


indjeate fyis involyemeény 


Vicrton H. Halperin 
CONTEMPORARY 
MILITARY STRATEGY 


‘For the lay reader as well as the 
“professional” strategist, this book 
provides a useful resume of major 
Strategic problems, perspectives 
and policies which have character- 
ized the international arena since 
1945. Written in simple, straight- 
forward language... 


W.W. Whitson (Faber) £795 


Frank Kitson 
LOW INTENSITY 
OPERATIONS 


Subversion, Insurgency & 
Peacekeeping 

Provides a clear and authoritative 
outline of the preparatory steps 
should be taken to improve military 
efficiency in this particular role, 


(Faber) £300 
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PRON TIER 


Hic solye in terms of heures and ‘fashion which falls short. of propa- 


4 


7 
il 


I 
iW 


i 


| 
| 


i 
- 


f 


St onscious awareness of 


P ctitta. 
heart 


meolour. There is a vigeur in his 


Pthapes and expedience in his forms 


which hold out promises. 
Simult#neously with this 
tion there was. vet 
adjoining § room by members 
Wikhilesh Das’ studio, All of 
re his disciples, some are more of 
ess influenced by him, The 
as overcrowded by their work. 
Kashinath Roy, Netai Bose, Pratip 
Manna, Tapan Mondal and Swapna 
May Choudhury show promise and a 
heriain maturity yorether with ama 
feurishiness in approach, Sami 
Bunerjee’s pen and ink 
Slow his inctination 
Atl of them should 
Wests shadow and 
ihwmselyves. 


exhibi 
the 
ol 


another in 


them 


room 


drawings 
to grapinics. 
leave Nikhi 


face the sun 


Sajal Ray's Show 
Sajul Rays 
was held in the Birla 
im tate April. His last in 1970. 
S50 people came to this exhibition 
With ‘the hope tha, he would vindi- 
cate his long absence from the art 
Work However, one came iway 
Wil, mixed. feelings. 
Sajal is a 
aware ol his responsibility. 


fourth one-man show 
Academy 


Way 


artist 
Buy it 
MB ey fuse this tha, makes an abtist. 


sogial-conscious 


social condi. 
Leas may help an artist in the choice 
Of content, bul it 
Pelion, drawing, 
Which finally make or spoil a canvas, 
Hi thi also Sajal has dhown thay. he 
fan handle problems competently 
Wis muscular figures 
vas and crowd for clbow space 


is Stylizalion, core 


tise Ol colours 


dominate the 
ot 
ure walk 
oF Gal- 
element 


vor almost feel tha; you 
ine in the bistling strects 
There is afi 
for they are ‘active 
paints iw events: . They aspire to he 
come human in an atmosphere cf 
Pohitimaniry and fail. Dazed. by the 
WAGnIzine siliation they yet do nht 
vive Lp the struggle. 


at 


partici 


Sajal wanty lo 


Pp ihspirespeaple to stand up agasis! 
/ 

tyrant) 
She voywwinicates his 


and — injustice. 


Mereifully 


message I -i 


eanda 

Mos, of his canvases are grim but 
some element hope. 
There are two or three that are 50 
different im mood that they disturb 
the atmosphere, e.g, "The Devil and 
Peace’, a painting of two beautiful 
cocks, and ‘Frightened Wayes’ (Nos, 
7 and 7), The latter vaguely re- 
minds one of Kuniyoshi’s “the priest 
Nichiren stilling a storm at sea” (c 
1845). No doubr these canvases are 
very skilfnj bry they did not go with 
the other canvases in this exhibition. 

Sujal's stroug point is his drawing. 
His purposely distorted figures, whe- 
ther human of animal, vibrate with 
life. His shapes and form have an 
ittrective boldness. He has a first- 
rate sense of colour. However, there 
is one snag, He has been influenc- 
el, influenced perhaps is too mild a 
word, enslaved by Picasso. Sajul’s 
laree canvas “War against Monster’ 
leans heavily on the master’s shoul 
Such powerful paintings as 
Dormancy” which has a nude 
man lying in bed done in brownish 
vellow and blue, strongly reminil 
one of the departed warrior Sajal’s 
is sO Picassoesque 


have an ul 


iler, 
WO 


whole approach 


tliay one can only tell him—get rid 


of your Eetters or you wre done for. 


Letters 


Dark Side Of The Circus 


Those who display extraordinary 
feats in the consi- 
dered by But 
OUr Service cartel is never puaranteed 
We are doomed to ex- 
treme suffering or even surpi ise ¢lis- 
any momen; 
the whims and caprices of the circtis- 
owners and jthdir sycophants. ‘The 
circus employees have no union to 

The slightest en- 
a union will be de- 
dlls. 


circus arena are 


spectators as artistes: 
to last long, 


cha rat according to 


resisg the Owners. 
deavour to form 
leated by either oppression 0 
charge from service. 

We entertain the young and 
aged althe, 
Our importance as soon as the show 


the 
risking Ou lives but lose 


is over. 


We swing between Ti 


death for our daily bread, buy w 
mind haunted by fear of dine 


etl dismissal 


Security for (hg 


lies of 50,000) cifcrts employe 


attistes in case Of accident (Whi 


frequent) 1s no concern of aay 


thertiy. We have 


nM Arana 


for life insurance, nO provisHil 
provident fund, no medical if 
opportunity lor overtime, 16% 
no commonplace food and 10g 
no scope €or children’s educa 
chance for any kind of leuve r 


lanation. 
When we ure 


gets pretty ‘bad. 


ce -are 


fired, the situa 
W 


Stan 


at the place where we lose or 


who 


The 


Lo 


owners. 


ret 


aTe 


some refund from ts, 


our bags and baggaves, wheal 


who are entitled to get some hal 
are told ta come Jater for thégia 
The Government should [omy 


national dircus to | 


clusively by itselé, 


to. 10 lakhs. 


cuses in some countries, eg, 


Germany etc, 


artistes 


Chinese 


© hag ob 
This wou 
quire an investment of Rs. § 


There are nation 


‘a 


K ASHINA 
and other aggrieved @ 


and 


Aid 


emia 


7 u 
Call 


The remark—"The ternis ae 
aliractive, usually no: interest 
aud repayment over 10 to 38 
in the “Economie News and 
by A.B.C, (5-5-73) gives rise 
China; 
charges, even if ay u very low 


questions—whether 


few cuses, interest on loans umd: 
whether this charging of inten 
loans by a socialig, county 
from the Marxian poin, of Vigil 
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GO 
LIGHTFOOT 
IN SUMMER 


Quovadis 
Rs 27.95 
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Cool and comfo 
Sandals and Chappals for men 
are designed to keep your feet 
feel fresh all day. The styles 
shown here are some of the 
many youthfully smart varieties 
and each of them is unique in 
its own way. Come to Bata 
Store and try a pair. 
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